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they had only stayed in it ... How
can people be so stupid?”’

Seeing the blue suit he added,
“If you’re smart enough to send
people to the moon why can’t you
get them to drive sensibly ...and
wear seat belts?’’ With that part-
ing dig he left.

I’'m glad he did. I didn’t have
any answers . . . right then.

His comments about Air Force
types being something less than
smart still rankled me on the way
to work the next day.Not just any-
body can serve in the Air Force.
He should know that! He couldn’t
handle some of the jobs these
¢“kids’’ are holding down.

All you have to do is give Blue
Suiters all the facts. Their native
intelligence and common sense
takes itfromthere. They’re smart
enough to figure it out for them-
selves.

So, I decided an appeal to your
common sense was the route to
travel.

Read on . . . you be the judge!
THE BIG PICTURE

Take a look at TAC’s recent
history of privately owned vehicle
fatalities.

It’s pretty grim.

In 1964 we lost 33; in 1965 it
jumped to 47 lives; in 1966 we suf-
fered the loss of 53 TACmsen. We
lost them in 51 accidents . . . two
accidents resulted in multiple
deaths. Forty-one weredrivers
and 12 were passengers.

Seven motorcycle accidents
accounted for seven deaths. Two-
wheelers make up 2.5 percent of
TAC’s registered vehicles and
contributed 13 percent of the POV
fatalities.

These figures do not include
deaths or injuries incurred by ci-
vilians in either the primary or
secondary vehicle. Tragically,

TAC ATTACK

this all-TAC problem is spiralling
rapidly upward!

For your info and comparison:
TAC aircrew losses in flight ac-
cidents in 1966 totaled 45.

WHO’S INVOLVED

TAC fatalities in POV acci-
dents ranged from senior officers
to our most junior airmen. A look
at the table below shows the grades
involved in TAC fatalities in 1966.
The 11 percent of the total suffer-
ed by officers approximates the
ratio of officer to airmen in TAC.
Forty-seven of the fatalities were
staff sergeants and below . ..air-
men second class were hit the
hardest. Well over half the fatal-
ities, 31, were in the first two
grades.

The senior NCOs did an out-
standing job . . . anddeserve apat
on the back.Now, if they could only
impart some of their driving wis-
dom, maturity, and experience to
the junior airmen.

Fatalities by age groups fol-
lowed the pattern suggested by the
grade level distribution. The

heaviest concentration appeared
in the 18 thru22 year groups. They
accounted for 64 percentof TAC’s
fatalities. The 21 and 22 year
groups were hardest hit . . . they
represent one-third of the fatal-
ities. This suggests that the free-
dom to buy alcoholic beverages
that goes with the magic number
21 carries with it a price to pay.
Instant maturity is not acertainty
on the calendar day that legally
makes you a man.

It was a surprise to find the
26-year-olds suffering four
losses. Comparing it to the 1000-
hour pilot, 26 must be the age of
car complacency. The over-40
group, with life just beginning,was
involved in about 10 percent of the
losses. With them it appears that
slowing reaction times andfailing
vision are starting to take their
toll. The 30 to 40 age group is the
best, but there is no permanent
guarantee for the ‘““middle ages.”’
Their exposure to hazard is real
and continuing. But the figures
suggest that the defensive driving
ability of the 30 to 40 year group
is highly developed.

TAC FATALITIES (POV) 1966

CALENDAR DISTRIBUTION

MONTH ~ SUN  MON  TUE THUR ~ FRI  SAT  TOTAL
Jan 2 1 3
Feb 1 1 3
Mar 1 1 2
Apr 1 1 2
May 3 1 4
Jun 2 1 1 3 7
Jul 3 2 1 6
Aug 2 1 2 1 6
Sep 3 2 1 6
Oct 3 1 1 6
Nov 1 2 1 1 1 7
Dec i 1
16 9 3 6 6 10 53
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